
 

 

 

 

 

 Notice from the Upper School Director 

Dear Families,  

I hope this letter finds you excited about your child coming to Appleby College in September 2026, in 

Upper One (Grade 9) or Upper Two (Grade 10). I would like to introduce myself and provide you with 

some information to assist with the transition into Upper School at Appleby College.  

My name is Taryn Reder, and I am the Director of Upper School and an English teacher. This fall marks 

my eighteenth year at Appleby College, during which I have had the privilege of serving in many roles, 

including Assistant Director of Senior School, Director of Student Leadership, and Assistant Director of 

Middle School. I am also actively involved in our club programming, overseeing a variety of councils and 

have been coaching varsity swimming since I began here. Within the last few years, I have also supported 

the creation of our school yearbook, the Argus. As the Upper School Director, I oversee all aspects of the 

Upper School curriculum, deal with disciplinary matters and liaise with Upper School teachers, advisors, 

Guidance, and parents.  

As a new student to Appleby, your child will be a part of the Upper School advisor program. This 

program has been very successful in supporting students as they transition into high school and in setting 

them up for success. Each child is placed in an advisor group of eight to ten students from their grade, 

with a faculty member that will oversee them. This group will meet regularly during the school year to 

build community, discuss academics, complete wellbeing activities and prepare for school events. We 

make a concerted effort to create groups that are diverse and have a balance of new and returning 

students. Your child’s advisor is your primary point of contact for their time at Appleby and will support 

your child’s success. Your child’s advisor will reach out to introduce themselves before New Parent 

Orientation on Wednesday September 9th, 2026.  

There are important events that will take place for you and your child in September to help welcome you 

into the Appleby community. While there may be much competition for your time, please keep the 

following dates in mind:  

New Parent Evening: Wednesday September 9th, 2026 (6:30 to 9:00 p.m.)  

New Upper School parents are invited to come and meet the school’s administration, your child’s advisor, 

faculty, members of the Appleby College Parent’s Association (ACPA), and your assigned parent buddy. 

You will have dedicated opportunities to speak with your child’s advisor and other Appleby parents. You 

will receive and email invitation for this evening. More details will be provided in upcoming editions of 

Appleby This Week. Please note that this event is for parents and does not include students.  



 

 

 

 

Orientation Day (for new and returning students): Thursday September 10th, 2026 (10:00 a.m. to 

3:45 p.m.)  

New and returning Upper School students are required to attend Orientation Day. This will allow students 

to meet others in their grade as well as faculty. Students are asked to bring a water bottle and wear casual 

athletic attire so that they can participate in indoor/outdoor activities. Buses will run at the end of the day 

(4:00 p.m.); however, there will be no buses running in the morning on Orientation Day. Should you have 

concerns about getting your child to Appleby, please do not hesitate to contact the Admissions team at 

admissions@appleby.on.ca.  

Grade Parties 

Grade parties are held at McLean House (the Principal’s Residence) on campus where parents, guardians, 

advisors and teachers can get to know one another in a relaxed and social environment. More details and 

invitations to come this summer.  

• Upper One Grade Party: Tuesday September 15th  

• Upper Two / Senior One Grade Party: Monday September 21st  

Summer Reading Program  

The English Department has a mandatory Summer Reading Program. For students entering Upper One 

(Grade 9), they are required to read Braiding Sweetgrass for Young Adults by Robin Wall Kimmerer 

before school begins on Monday September 14th, 2026. In Upper Two (Grade 10), students are expected 

to read Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel before school begins. These novels and other required 

texts can be purchased through the University of Toronto bookstore. If you have any questions, please 

contact Margaret Hanrahan, Department Head, English at mhanrahan@appleby.on.ca  

I look forward to meeting you all in September! Until then, have a wonderful summer.  

Sincerely, 

 

Taryn Reder  

Director, Upper School  

treder@appleby.on.ca  

905-845-4681 Ext. 367 
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